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Risks to the US

2. Podlic or privete disclosures to the USSR involves significant
r4aks to the US without any gusrantee that the end result would be to
its sdvantage. Once the sudbject was raised the Soviets might reapond
in & relatively moderste fashion and try to lesrn ss such as possible
sbout the UB progrsm. If sstellite reconnalssance were related to
the question of disarmament and inspection, the Boviets would probebly
yress for & complete dechnical exsmination of the use of satellite
photogrephy, offering ®o exchange photos. Any such exchange would
not only clear up some Sovied doubts adout the satellite program but
could alsc reveal $hat the USSR may have failed to detect. Thias type
of exchange would be to the utummumm.’

Ba. Zven & very genersl disclosure to the Soviets risks counter
moves. Offfieial sonfirmetion of satellite recomnaissance could imcrease
pressures on the Soviet leaders %o ecnsider such counternsasures as
deiiberate deception and camouflage. It might also provide further
incentive for the Boviets to offset UB targeting information by
syeeding up the hardsning of missile sites and deploying more mobile systems.

9. There is still a chance that the UBER, if eonfronted vith
U8 eonfirmation of satellite reconnealssance, would feel Obliged to
react sdversely. They would find it #ifficult t5 condone a UB policy
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s itigated if no photogrephy of the USSR is used, and only low
Ki-4 photogrephy vith 1ittle photo-interpretation of militery in-
stallations supplied. This, of ecurse, reduces the impact ofthe
disclosure on the UBER.
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of photographing Soviet military irstallations. As s result, they
might press for an internaiional sgreement 1o outlaw the use of outer
space for intelligence purposes, on the esiculation that the UB would

lese much more than the UBSW. It is also possible that they would
threaten snd eventually attempt to interfers with the U8 effort,
thoeghh the chences of this arve less in view of the Soviet program.
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